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FINAL EXPULSION FROM FAR WEST— 
DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY — ES- 
CAPE OF JOSEPH SMITH AND BRE- 
THREN—ATTEMPT TO VISIT PARLEY 
P. PRATT AND BRETHREN IN PRISON 
_-—FORCED TO FLEE.TO ESCAPE MOB 
VIOLENCE—ASSEMBLY OF APOSTLES 
, AND OTHERS. ON TEMPLE SITE AC- 

CORDING TO REVELATION—ARRIVAL 


IN ILLINOIS—WORD OF THE LORD) 


FULFILLED. 


Judge King having cetered the r re- 
moval of the prisoners from Liberty 
to Daviess County, fearing that we 
_— get a change of venue to some 
other place, brother Daniel Shearer | a 
Hag to visit Judge 


Indien been an 
agent, t him to go to 
Daviess and atend the sitting of the 
court there. himself in 


He expressed 
friendly terms ‘Joseph 
the brethren. a ‘very 
man in ‘hie hinguage, he cursed 
and the governor and oan 
else that- would’ not step. for- 
and help out of the 
hands of their peresentors, for he did 
not believe they“were 
the crimes alleged against 


thren. I 


brethren, had itnot been for brag the 


mi “There is no proof that these: 
men have committed any crime worthy. 
of imprisonment or death, and the 
Mormons have been 
Looking us directly -in eye, he, 
said, with an-oath, “ Look at 

7 see how: bright and keen they; 
are}. They are: whipped but not con-, 
quered ; their 


There were several men in ‘Liberty 
who were riendly to the bre-: 
on them when I went 
there and they treated me with > ome 
civility. Among these were General 
Doniphan. and Atchison, and the 
keeper of the tavern {where I put up. 

and several. of the foremost men 
‘selonged to the masonic frater; 


ni 
and several: others, revolted 


side pressure,” ‘that strong pre- 
end thir blood trey 
| kill the dollars’ by 


uMarkham to . Joseph 


| 
OOM 
| 
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times by other individuals. 

The mob continued to threaten the 
few Saints who remained in Far 
West, and accordingly on the 14th of 
April, 1839, the committee, whu had 
been left there to look after the wants 
of the poor, removed thirty-six of the 
helpless families into Tenney’s grove, 
abeut iwenty-five miles from Far 
West. I was vbliged to secrete my- 
self in the corn-fields and woods 
during the day and only venture out 
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hide from the nose to her tail, to 
which he fastened his halter. 

During the commotion of this day, 
a great portion’ uf) the records of the 
committee, accounts, liistory, &c., 
were destroyed or stolen. 

Hearing that Juseph and _ his 
brethren had escaped froni their 
guard while they were on their way 
from Daviess to Boon County, to 
which place they lad obtained a 
change uf venue, I called on Shadrach 


in the evening, to counsel the com- | Roundy, with whomI started imme- 


mittee and brethren in private houses. | diately towards 


On the morning of the 18th, as I 


uincy, Illinois. 


On reaching Keetsville I stopped , 


was going to the committee room tu , at the house of Culonel Price. The 
tell the brethren to wind up their! colonel, hearing of my arrival, came 
affairs and be off, or their lives would | directly into the house, and, discover- 
be taken, I was met on the public; ing who I was, said, “Joseph and 
re by several of the mob. One: Hyrum Smith and the other prisoners 


them asked, with an oath, if I was 
a “ Mormon.” 
I replied, “‘ lam a Mormon.” 
With a series of blasphemous ex- 
ressions they then threatened to 
Plow my braius out 
ride over me with tl 
ence of Elias Smith, Theodure 
Purley and others uf the committee. 
It was but a few minutes after I 
had notified the committee to leave 
before the mob gathered at the 
tithing house, and began breaking 
clocks, chairs, windows, looking- 
and furniture, and making a 
complete wreck of everything they 
could move, while Captain eae 
the county judge, looked on an 
laughed. A mobber named Whit- 
taker threw an iron pot at the head 
of Theodore Turley and hurt him 
considerably, when Whittaker jumped 
about and laughed like a mad man ; 
and all this at the time when we were 
wbing our utmost endeavours to fet 
the Saints away from Far West. The 
brethren gathered — they could, 
and fied from Far West in one hour. 
The mob staid until the committee 
left, and then plundered thousands of 
dollars worth of property which had 
bien left by the brethren and sisters 
-t assist the poor to remove. 
One mobber rode up and, finding 
‘no convenient place to fasten his 
horse to, shot a cow that was standing 
near, while a girl was milking her, 
-and while the poor animal was strug- 
giling in death, he cut a strip of her 


and also tried to | were going back to 
veir jiurses, in the | 


have escaped.” 


I enquired what he knew about 
them, and he answered, “Their guard 
tovk breakfast liere this morning. 
They have turned back, saying they 
Richmond, by 
way of Tenney’s grove. I kuow that 
the guard have been bribed, or they 
would evince more interest in pur-” 
— them.” 

After we had partaken of refresh- 
ments, Brother Roundy and I pur- 
sued our course towards Quincy 
about fourteen or fifteen miles, when, 
being thoroughly satisfied that the 
prisoners had escaped, we turned back 
towards Far West. | 

When we arrived at Tenvey’s 
grove,@ man came to me and pre- 
sented an order drawn on me b 
Joseph Smith, for five hundred dol- 
lars, saying it was for horses furnished 
him. I immediately raised four 
hundred dollars and paid him, when 
he proceeded to Richmond, 
County, where he paid out the money 
to secure some of the lands that we 
had been driven from. 

Brother Roundy and I started a 
few hours afterwards for Richmond, 
being on our way to:Far West, for 
purpose of visiting Parley P, Pratt 


and others in jail. 
Richmond, I went 


On our arrival at 
directly to the prison to see Parley, 


but was prohibited by the guard, who 
said they would blow my brains out 
if I attempted to go near him. Ina 
few minutes, Sister Morris Phelps 
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-came to me in great agitation and ad- 


vised me to leave forthwith; as| E. P 


Brother Pratt had told her that a 
large body of men had assembled 
tar, feathers and a rail, who 


wit 
awore they would tar and feather me 


and ride me on therail. They sus- 
cted I was the one who had assisted 


oseph and the other prisoners to. 


escape. 

I immediately informed Brother 
Roundy, and we jumped on our 
horses and fled towards Far West, 
which was forty miles distant. We 
rode all night and reached Far West 
about the break of day. Expecting 
Brother Brigham Young and _ the 
Twelve to arrive there that day, I 
kept myself concealed in the woods, 
and passed around the country noti- 
fying the brethren and sisters to be 
on hand at the appointed time to 
witness the work upon the temple. 

On the night of April 26th, which 
was pleasant, clear, and moonlight, 
Elders Brigham Young, Orson Pratt 
John E. Page, John Taylor, Wilford 
Woodruff, George A. Smith and 
Alpheus Cutler arrived from Quincy, 
Iihnois, and rode into the public 
square early on the morning of the 
26th. All seemed still as death. 

We held a cunference at the house 
of Brother Samuel Clarke, cut off 
thirty-one persons from the Church, 
and then proceeded to the building 
spot of the Lord’s house, where, after 
singing a hymn on the mission of the 

welve, we recommenced laying the 
foundation. agreeable to the revela- 
tion given J uly 8th, 1838, by rolling a 
stone, upwards of a ton in weight, 
upon or near the sonth-east corner. 

We ordained Wilford Woodruff 
-and George A. Smith, who had been 

reviously nominated by the First 
Presidency, accepted by the Twelve, 
and acknowledged by the Church at 
‘Quincy, members of the quorum of 

Twelve Apostles. We ordained 
as seventies,- Darwin Chase and 
Norman Shearer, who had been li- 
berated from Richmond prison two 
-days previously, where they had been 
‘confined about six months for the 
of Christ. 
Twelve then, individually, 
called upon the Lord in prayer in the 
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Heber C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, John 
age, John Taylor, Wilford Wood: 
ruff and George A. Smith, kneeling on 
the corner stone; after which“ Adam- — 
ondi-Ahman” was sung, when the 
Twelve took leave of the Saints, 
agreeable to the revelation. 

The brethren wandered among our 
deserted houses, many of which were 
in ruins, and saw the streets in many © 
places grown over with grass. 

We went to Father Clark’s, got 


breakfast, and before sunrise we de- 


parted. We rode thirty miles that 
day, and camped at night with the 
families of Elders Clark and Turley. — 

On arriving at Quincy on the 2nd ~ 
of May, I found my family well and 
in good spirits ; and on reading the 
words of inspiration which I had 
written, my wife bore record to 
the truth of that part which sa 
“Trouble not thyself about t 
for they are in my hands, 
will feed taem and clothe them and 
make unto them friends,” &c. I 
learned from her that my family con- 
tinued with Brother Brizham until 
they crossed the Mississippi to the 
town of Atlas, in Lllinois, where, 
through the instrumentality of George 
Pitkin, my wife got introduced to a 
Widow [wss, who let her have a 
comfortably fitted up room, and the 
privilege of cooking by her fire, and 
who was as kind to her.as an own 
mother or sister. Here my wife tar- 
ried seven weeks, and only had to pay 
fifty cents a week. At the end of 
that time John P. Greene came with 
his wagon and horses and carried my 
family up to Quincy, furty miles, and 
rented a good room, where I found her. 

She had had no lack of friends and 
had every comfort bestowed upon 
her that she could hare had among 
her own kindred; and I can say in 
my heart, God bless all who aided 
and assisted my family. Jesus says 
every man shall be rewarded for eve 
good deed that he doeth, and even if 
a man giveth a cup of cold water to 
a disciple he shall receive a disciple’s 
reward. 

In relation to that part of the 
Lord’s word to me which said I 
should have many sons and daughters, 
my wife was rather in doubt, as she 


following order: Brigham Young, considered she was too far advanced 
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in years, and the thought had never | day ; still I believed it would be re- 
entered our minds that the Lord | stored to the earth in some future — 
would establish in this Church the | time. 


doctrine of plurality of wives in my 


A YOUNG LADY’S LETTER 
In answer to her father, who found fault with her for investigating the doctrines 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Savnts. 


Manchester, Jan. 13, 1883. _ 
Dear Father,—I have had the pri- 
vilege of reading the letter you sent 
to . P., and feel it my duty to 
write you a letter myself in order that 
ou may know from me what I be- 
ieve and what I do not believe, also 
that you may know what principles 
our daughter has received from the 
tter-day Saints, or, as the world 
calls them, “ Mormons.” You asked 
Mrs. P. if she knew I was a “ Mor- 
mon.” I will answer this question by 
saying, Yes. Itold her that this was 
the case before she received your 
letter. You also tell her that you 
have tried to show me I was being 
led away by false doctrines, etc. Now, 
Father, I will be honest with you, as 
I have ever tried to be, and will tell 
you, as far as I am able, what princi- 
‘ples I have received from this peo- 
ple. First, they have called upon me 
to believe in Jesus Christ, as the Son 
of God and the Redeemer of the 
world. Then they say it is necessary 
for me to repent of every evil I have 
done in my life, and to be baptized 
by immersion for the remission of 
those sins, and then have hands laid 
on my head for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, after which I was to ne 
God with all my might, mind an 
stren and to do wrong no more. 
LNow, Father, is this not according 
to the law and the testimony? Must 
I not believe in the Gospel as it was 
taught by our Savior and his Apos- 
tles? If I must, then I surely must 
believe in a Church which has Apos- 
tles and Prophets at its head, and 
which sends its ministers into the 
world to preach the Gospel without 
purse or scrip, instead of following 
those who preach for hire, divine for 
money and make merchandise of the 
souls of men, and who have only a 


form of godliness and deny the power 
thereof. From such as these Paul 
tells us to turn away. All your mini- 
sters deny the power of the Gospel, 
this you know yourself, or will know 
=F a will only read the Holy Bible. 

at was the power of the Gospel? | 
First and greatest of all, revelation 
from God. This always was enjoyed 
by the people of God in every age of 
the world when he had a people upon 
the earth. Again, when Jesus stood 
before his Apostles with his resur- 
rected body, he made a solemn pro- 
mise that those who would believe on 
Him should have the power to cast — 
out devils, heal the sick by the laying 
on of hands, speak with new tongues, 
etc., etc. Now, what dothe ministers 
of the day say about this? They 
know they have only a form of godii- 
ness and that they are destitute of 
the power, so they it is no longer 
needed—it has been done away with. 
Why do they say this! The Bible in 
no place tells us will 
not be needed b ’s people. Surely 
you cannot believe that the day has . 
come when we have no mure need of 
revelation from God, or that we have 
no more need of the power to heal the 
sick or to cast out devils. You also. 
know it was natural for the fox to say 
the grapes were sour when he saw 
that he could not reach tnem. So 
also is it natural to suppose that the 
ministers will fsay these things are no 
longer needed, but this is not accord- 
ing to the Gospel of the Bible. 

you will read John 94th 

sermon, you will find that he says 
the real cause why the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Ghost are no longer 
to be found in the Christian ch 


is use the Christians have tu 


athens m, and have only a dead 


crm of 
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Wesley was a good man, and he does 
not tell us that these things are no 
longer needed. The Bible tells us 
that Jesus placed at the head of his 
' Church, Apostles, then Prophets, etc., 
for the work of the ministry, and for 
the perfecting of the Saints, and de- 
clares that they should remain there 
until we all come in the unity of the 
faith. It also tells us that these 
officers were placed there to keep us 
from being tossed to and fro by every 
wind of doctrine taught by man. 

You say that the “ Mormons” are 
impostors and false teachers. If this 
be true, when they believe in the Gos- 
pel taught by the Savior and his 

tles, what would you call those 
who believe not in the Bible Gospel ? 
Peter commanded the people to be 
baptized for the remission of their 
sins, will you say that I have done 
wrong by obeying this command? 
Jesus went down into the water and 
- ‘was baptized by a man who was called 
of and not by one who had 
“taken the honor unto himself.” Will 
you say I have done wrong by listen- 
ing to the counsel of our blessed 
Savior which says, “follow me?’ 
‘Jesus says except a man be born of 
the water he cannot enter the king- 
_dom of God ; how can a man be born 
of water unless it be by immersion ? 
. Paul tells us that those who have 
been baptized have been burted with 
Christ in baptism. Cana person be 
buried in baptism unless it be by im- 
. mersion 4 d how can a just God 
recognize any kind of baptism unless 
. it be attended to by one who has been 
called by revelation, when His law 
and testimony says that no man is to 
take this honor unto himself, only 
those who have been called of Him 
as Aaron was, If you will read the 
4th chapter of Exodus, you will see 
_ that Aaron was called by revelation. 
Then what right have men to ny Soe 
. this is no longer needed? You know 
_ that God expects me to work out my 
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own salvation, and in order for me to 
do this, I will have to obey the Gos- 

l of his Son Jesus Christ. And to 

o this I will haveto turn from wor- 
shipping a God who as “ neither 
y, parts nor passions.” I now pray 
Ged whe cars hear my 
prayers, who has ‘eyes with which he 
can watch over me, who has a mouth 
with which he can speak to his ser- 
vants now as he did hundreds of years 
ago, and who has passions with which 
he can love me inasmuch as I try to 
do right. 

Iam aware that the Bible tells us 
to obey our parents, and this I will do 
in everything that is right ; but when 
they would have me turn from what 
I know to be the power of God unto 
salvation, [ must remember that 
Jesus says he that is not willing to 
leave father or mother for my sake is 
not fit for the kingdom of God. I 
will try to do right, and I believe I 
have done right by being baptized, 
and I also believe you would think 
better of the Latter-day Saints if you 
would take the advice of Paul, and 
“ prove all things” before Judging and 
rejecting them as you do. Remem- 
ber Solomon says, “He that judgeth 
a matter before he heareth it is not 
wise.” Soin drawing my letter toa 
close, I will ask you to read some of 
our tracts, and then tell me what you 
think of “ Mormonism.” 

Your affectionate ones 


The only reply vouchsafed to {this 
logical and womanly defense, was an 
insulting attack upon the religion of 
the Latter-day Saints, and a vile as- 

rsion of the young lady’s motives in 
joining them. Having sent some 
Gospel tracts for her father to ae, 
he wrote back that they were full o 
errors, but on being requested to 
underline all such and return them 
for her inspection, she was told that 
they had been burned. 


A goose stood on the bank of a pond and said, “To what animal has Pro- 


‘vidence been so lavish of 
water; I can 

adulation, said, “ 

can neither run like a doe, nor 


gifts as to me? I belong to the air, 

and swim.” The astute serpent, hearing this 
n't be such a boaster.. You can do nothing well 
like a dove, nor swim like a perch.” 


, and 


self- 
his 


_ better to know how to do one thing well than many things awkwardly. 


histor 
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A VISION. 


_ While bag in the repose of slum- 
ber’s scft embrace, perfectly oblivious 
to every surrounding object, and, to 
use a Byronic phrase, while the ap- 
“still and pulseless world” 

ay in the same state, my mind was 
suddenly carried away to the past. 
Methought a panoramic view of the 
events of the Reformation passed 
before me in rapid succession. Not 
only were the general facts of its his- 
tory impressed upon me in a manner 
it 1s impossible to describe, but even 
its minor details, details unknown to 
me from research, were made known 
also. The very actors were shown 
with such marvelous exactness, and 
so minutely true to life, that, were I 
an artist, I would draw an exact 
portrait of every actor in that his- 
torical epoch. Never, while life shall 
last, can the memory of the picture 
be effaced. 

In connection with this marvelous 
history, it was clearly shown that 
each actor, in the work of religious 
liberty, was assigned his part therein 
in a previous world, and so completely 
was this understood, that none were 
allowed to interfere, in the least, with 
the labors of cotemporaries in the 
same work. Not only was the his- 
tory of that event clearly manifest 
but the labors of Wesley, Watt and 
others, and their effects for general 
religious freedom. While con- 
tinued to gaze and marvel at the 
wondrous work before me, all on a 
sudden the scene vanished, and a 
new era, resultant, however, from the 
forces of the religious agencies before 
mentioned, burst upon my view. The 
; of American Independence, 
with the actors therein, passed before 
~ me. The Constitution of the United 
States was emblazoned upon an im- 
~ mense banner, in letters which could 
have been read at a great distance. 
Civil and religious teleration was 

general throughout the land. Man 
Rejoiced in the privilege of worship- 
-. ping God according to the dictates of 
eonscience. Prosperity reigned. An- 

ls smiled. Heaven approved. The 
etters of political and religious in- 


| tolerance, forged by the monarchs 


of the eastern world, were sundered,. 
shall it be said forever? Such 

my thought. I was full of joy at the 
sight; big tears of joy rolled down 
my cheeks, when, on a sudden, my 
attention was directed to a ——— 
standing by my bedside, and who was 
attired in a white and flowiug robe. 
Addressing himself to me, he sal 
“Son of mortality, look.” I loo 
and beheld a scene most revolting to 
my senses, from the fact that it was 
the very reverse of the prosperity and 
religious freedom I had before wit- 
nessed. I saw the representatives -of 
one branch of the republic holding in 
their hands fetters they themselves 
had forged. The personage, a 
addressing me, said, “ Knowest thow 
the meaning of these?” I[ answered 
“No.” He replied, “These are the 
chains with which certain sons of the 
republic, who have tasted of the tree 
of liberty, desire to bind their fellows. 
These are they who seek to subvert 
the cause of human freedom. These 
seek to enslave one portion of the 
children of freedom who differ with 
them in religious belief and practice. 
Know thou, my son, that their object 
is filthy lucre. They plot to take 
my human rights, and to destroy 
the freedom of the soul, to possess the 
homes of the industrious without fee 
or reward. Woe unto such, for the 
vengeance of heaven awaits them. 
Their souls shall be had in derision, 
and the heavens shall laugh at their 
folly. Their calamity slumbereth not. 
But cast thine eyes eastward and 
look.”. I looked and beheld that the 
bands which had held society 
ther during the reign of the Republi 
were snapped asunder. Society ha 
broken loose from all the restraints of 
principle and good conscience. Bro- 
therhood had dissolved. Respect 
for common rights and even the rights 
of life and property had flea from the 
land. I saw faction after faction 
arise and contend with each other. 
Political strife was everywhere. Fa- 
| ther and son alike contended in these 
dreadful feuds. The spirit of deadly 


hate, like a rapidly rolling flam 
through the Blood 


| 

| 
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was written on every banner. The perty be secure from the spoiler. 
spirit of bloodshed appeared to possess | There alone can the flag you love 
every heart. Turning to the person- | wave proudly for the protection of 
age in white, Iexclaimed: Surely this | all people, irrespective of creed or 
means the total destruction of the/|color.” While thus engaged I cast 
nation. -Touching my eyes with his | my eyes to the Far West, when sud- 
finger, he replied, “ Look again.” I | denly appeared on Ensign Peak, near 
looked, and beheld that many who; Salt Lake City, a beautiful flag where- 
were angry with the rulers of the re- | on were written these words: “Friends 
public, for their subversion of con-| of Human Liberty throughout the 
stitutional law, and their wholesale | World, all Hail! We greet you un- 
plunder of the public monies, arose | der the Flag of Freedom, our Coun- 
and proclaimed themselves the friends | try’s Flag.” One loud shout of “ Wel- 
of liberty and equal rights, the friends } come” from the Mountain Sons of 
of the Constitution in its original | Fveedorn rent the air. I beheld that 
form. These looked around for some | the multitude wept for joy. The laws 
’ one to sustain the country’s flag in- | were again administered in purity. 
violate, pledging their lives and for- | The people prospered. Tyrants were 
tunes and sacred hunors to that end. | hurled down. All religious bodies 
A voice was now suddenly heard de- | were equally protected before the law. 
claring these words: “In the distant | No North, no South, no East, no 
mountain tops are to be found the | West, but one unbroken nation whose 
- true lovers of freedom and equal | banner waved for all the world. On 
- Tights, a people who have never made | this [ awoke in tears of joy. 
war upon each other. Go there; for C. D. E. 

there only can your lives and pro- | Salt Lake City, Dec. 25, 1882. 


TWO AMERICAN PROPHECIES. 


_ Theve are two prophets in America made new by the good King.” The 
_ who have delivered themselves of: other hails from New York. He 
remarkably unpleasant predictions. claims to have had visions, dreams, 
for 1883. The first is James M.. impressions. and warnings from 
Swormstedt, of Cincinnatti. His: “Spirit Guides” of remarkable 
- lucubrations are as follows : “ Agreat! changes and disasters to take place 
financial pense will sweep like wild-i soon, He predicts another civil war 

fire over the United States some time : for the United States. Not only this 
in 1883, which will prostrate all in- | country, but every nation and people 
dustries, paralyse all business, and ‘ion earth will feel the horrors of war, 
_ ‘throw out of employment every,man, | famine, and pestilence, earthquake 
- ‘woman, and emid in the country. | flouds, and terrible convulsions o 

_'The condition of the working classes | nature. The last king or queen ever 

- will become so desperate that they | to sit upon the throne of England 

will rise up like a flood, and — sits there now. Soon the only form 
- away both Church and State and fill | of government will be the Republi- 
. the land with violence. Satan will! can for all people. 

soon wheel a fleet of seven great| [Joseph Smith, a proemet of Gad, 
_ comets into line, One will plunge into | long ago foretold sach things, though 
the sun, producing a great outburst of | he did not presume to trespass upon 
- solar light and heat. The moon will | forbidden ground by naming “days 

be as light as the sun, and the light | and hours” for their fulfillment, He 

~ ofthe sun will be increased seven- | was a religious prophet and conge- 
\ fold. The other six will affect the | quently was ridiculed. Doubtless 


rivers, the sea, the earth, and the air. | these “scientific” seers will obtain more 


The millenium, or regan of Christ, | credence. A gudly life is all that is 
will begin in the United States 40 | needful nowadays to deprive a manof 


years before the rest of the world is! reputation and credibility.—Ed. 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1883. 


BEECHERISM—DARWINISM—* MORMONISM.” 

Tue New York Herald, that journalistic repository for all things novel and 
sensational, in the published synopsis of a sermon recently delivered by the 
Reverend Henry Ward Beecher—also noted for his sudden and unexpected 
departures in logic and theology—accredits the latter with the following 
utterances on the subject ofevolution. It says: “ Mr. Beecher briefly out- 
lined the doctrines of advanced scientists on the subject of evolution, as he 
understood them. If the pedigree of a pine and an oak were to be traced 
step by step, the point at which they first diverged would be found in the 
mosses twenty generations back, and so it was with the animal kingdom. 
- The teaching of the scientific school was, that going back along the line of 
development they would reach, on the ever-diverging stem, a point where the 
man and the ape line were together, and that on the one side the ape 
developed toward the left, growing more to muscle and bone, while to the 
right man diverged, growing afterward more to brain and nervous systems 
and so on diverging from the ape but coming from something back of him: 
‘You are not worthy of such an ancestor as the ape,’ said Mr. Beecher to 
his flock, ‘though many seem to return to that type.’ ” 

It is said the reverend gentleman’s congregation “ smiled” at this last obser- 
vation, a thing not at all to be wondered. at. If they had even laughed out- 
right it could scarcely have been surprising, since such an impropriety, even 
in a Christian church, mfght easily have been condoned, coming from an 
audience whose mental calibre was of nohigher grade than their pastor’s 
_ scathing witticism would seem to imply. It will be observed, on carefully 

reading the above extract, that Mr. Beecher does not say, in so many words, 
that he believes the ideashe has there advanced. With all his rashness he is 
not rash enough for that. No Christian minister, whose bread and butter 
depends on his preaching to suit the ideas of those who pay him for so doing, 
is ready just yet to assume openly a position not regarded as orthodox by the 
great mass of Christian worshippers, and upon which, moreover, infidelity 
- has reared its strongest fortress and is now thundering away at the rotten 
walls of false religion with “shot and shell and cannon of the biggest bore.” 
He prefers the safer method of quoting the thoughts of others “as he under- 
stands them,” but is it a matter of much difficulty to discern that the drift of 
_ his own thoughts all the while runs parallel, and that what he “ understands” 
- to be the doctrine of others is in reality what he himself believes ? 
We have long been of the opiniun that Mr. Beecher knew too much for the 
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‘form of religion he professes, and his late enunciations, taken in connection 
- with many things he is reported to have said and done during the last ten 
Years, only serve to confirm that i impression. In a word that he has out- 
grown Christianity altogether, that is, what the world now calls Christianity, 
* a thing not at all difficult to do and not unfrequently done, but one which 
very few men of his cloth, even if possessing the ability, have the courage to 
‘undertake and as openly avow. There are numbers like him however, who, 
though acting for all the world as if they knew they were in error, still 
formally cling to that error for fear apparently of a depleted purse or the 
whips and scorns of public opinion. If not, then why do they continually 
_ deal the “ Christian” cause such stunning blows, blows more telling even 
~ than those of the infidel, by reason of the advantageous position they hold 
within the walls of the crumbling stronghold, which presents a still stubborn 
front to those destructionists who are battering away at the outer bastions. 
_ When the time comes—as it assuredly will—that modern Christianity, that 
lifeless relic of paganism and apostacy, with all other defunct forms and 
-.man-made methods of worship, shall fall like Jericho to dust and ashes, and 
the black flag of atheism, the flouting ensign of the Paines, the Voltaires, the 
Bradlaughs and the Ingersolls, jis hoisted in temporary triumph over the 
#moking ramparts of “Christian” sectarianism, we will be much mistaken if 
~ many of the so-called ministers of religion are not crowned with victorious 
_ laurel and credited with rendering valuable assistance in the work of over- 
throw and domolition. But the above was not all the eminent Pastor of 
Plymouth was delivered of on the occasion in reference. We are told that 
“he had something severe to say about babies, which he said were only ani- 
mals and very poor at that, and also about the creation.” Says the Herald 
report : “ Mr. Beecher ridiculed the doctrine that because two inexperienced 
children, placed in Eden and exposed to the temptation of a cunning foe, 
. transgressed a law of God, billions of men would be created by Him after- 
_ ward and that He should curse every one of them. For his part, Mr. Beecher 
_ thought that the pair should have been simply spanked and sent to bed, like 
_ children who offend their parents. Of the doctrine of everlasting punish- 
ment, he said that reason calls upon a man to stand up, if he were to be 
_ damned for it, and say, ‘I wont believe any such thing.’ Not one minister 
_ din 500, he said, now dares to preach the doctrine of hell fully, as it used to be 
: preached and as it is laid down in their books.” 

What a pity it is that Mr. Beecher, with all his learning and ability, and 
all his lamentable lack of knowledge notwithstanding, does not possess the 
__ simple gift of the Holy Ghost, to enable him to understand himself and his 
- fellow-creatures correctly, and interpret the sacred Scriptures according to 
_ the spirit and meaning thereof. How like a huge whale in a shallow pool he 
. flounders and splashes about in abject perplexity, unable to swim because 
~ unable to use, in such narrow, pent up limits, the mammoth powers of which 
_ hei is naturally possessed. It is plain that he neither understands nor believes 
- in the Bible, and no wonder either, for no man can understand the things of 
God without the Spirit of God, nor truly believe in that which he does not 
strictly obey. He evidently puts more faith in a scientific supposition than 
:, dn a divinely inspired utterance. If not, then why ridicule the account given 
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in Genesis, concerning man’s origin and the result of his primal transgression, 
Why eulogize the ape at the expense of the infant, and throw discredit upon 
the Scriptural enunciation: “God created man in His own image; in the 
image of God created He hin; male and female created He them?” Why 
ignore these inspired words and go delving among the mosses of many genera- 
tions, seeking to discover the beginning of things whose origin is already so 
plainly revealed? Is not God’s word good enough fora “minister of Christ?» 
Or are the theories of Darwin, Huxley and other creatures of God more 
authentic and respectable? Why endeavor to prove—a thing Which is simply 
- impossible—that godlike man sprang from the monkey, from the tadpole, 
from protoplasm or “ something else back of it,” when that Being who made 
- man, who made the monkey, who made protoplasm and everything else back 
of it, has specifically declared that He created man in Hisown image? “Ah? 
says one, as if fired with an idea and thinking perhaps that he has struck the 
basis upon which these two opposite claims can be reconciled, “ but what was 
this image of God, after which man was originally fashioned?” Again the 
good old Bible is our informant. It tells us that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, who was undoubtedly a mortal man at one time, was the express image 
of His Father’s person, and He himself, according to the same sacred record, 
said : “ He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” It follows then that 
God the Eternal Father is in the form of a man—a perfect human being, 
almighty, immortal and eternal, and man on the morning of creation, was 
formed in His likeness, invested with His attributes, but rendered imperfect 
and subject unto death, that through suffering and sacrifice,—the very cream 
of mortal experience, am" might develop and expand from below all things to- 
rise and reign forever above all things. What more natural and reasonable 
than that the offspring of a God should some time themselves become Gods, 
creaturs of their kind, also in turn to evolve from manhood to Godhood’in 
one eternal round 3 Tt j is very possible that man in general as he now exists,. 
despite of all his alleged evolution, is physically degencrate from what he- 
was formerly, but it is also possible that he retains enough of his original 
form, to say nothing of nature and attributes, to enable us to decide pretty 
accurately as to the simple question of his shape in the first place. On the 
same basis there is no reason to believe that the monkey and the tadpole of 
to-day, are materially different from the monkey and tadpole originally 
created. Each order has propagated itself from the beginning, as it is doing 
now and will do downto theend. It is true that the polliwog becomes a 
toad, but simply by emerging from its cell, as is the case, prenatally; with 
human infants. The toad does not turn into a snake—unless the snake 
happens to get hold of it and inaugurates the process of assimilation, which 
is not evolution. Evolution may be a very pretty theory to the naked eye, 
but viewed through the microscopic lens of logic and divine revelation, it 
becomes an ugly-looking and very imperfect subterfuge for a fact. 
gn We regret that we have not space for more than a very brief commentary 
oe Mr. Beecher’s flippant argument (?) in relation to the fall of Adam and 
Eve. It might be shown, by the light of modern revelation, how our first 
parents came here tv fall, how they pre-existently agreed to fall, in obedience 
to their Creator's will, in order to commence His grand plan, preordained 
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before earth’s organisation, for the peopling of this planet and its subsequent 
redemption. “ Adain fell that man might be, and man is that he might have 
joy”—eternal joy. But first it was necessary that Adam and Eve, who were 
placed in Eden as immortal beings, should transgress and become mortal,. 
that they might have mortal posterity, an accomplishment rendered impos- 
sible before by reason of their immortal condition. They had been placed on 
@ mortal earth which they were commanded to replenish by multiplying 
their species, and the first step towards the fulfillment of that command—the 
giving of which, be it remembered, preceded the fall—was to become mortal 
like the earth they inhabited, that by assimilating therewith they might be 
able to remain upon its surface. It was not until they. fell that they had 
children, and yet they were commanded beforehand to multiply and re-. 
plenish the earth. Plain proof this that their fall was foreseen and pre-. 
destined. The preparation of Jesus Christ, as “a Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world,” whose atoning blood was to wipe out the penalty 
of Adam and Eve’s transgression, also shows that the fall of our first parents 
was preordained and provided for. Adam and Eve on earth may not have 
known what Adam and Eve in the heavens undoubtedly knew beforehand, 
for the vail of forgetfulness intervenes between the pre-existence and this. 
mortal probation, but they knew after they had sinned—their eyes then being 
opened—that they had simply been fulfilling on earth a portion of the mis- 
sion for which they were sent forth from the mansions of the universal 
Father, that by commencing the colonization of an uninhabited earth,. 
instituting the generation of mortal tabernacles for a waiting world of 
immortal spirits, they might weld one link in the grand chain of events, 
now nearly completed, whichjis destined to forever unite the heavens with the 
earth, and consummate the mighty purposes of the Deity in the education, 
development, exaltation and eternal increase of His multitudinous and 
never-ending posterity. 


DISTRICT MEETING.—A District Meeting of the Liverpool Conference 
will be held on Sunday, February 25, 1883, in the Royal Assembly Rooms, 
Great George Street, Liverpool. Meetings at 10.30 a.m., and 2 and 6.30 p.m. 
President John H. Smith and other Elders from Utah will be present. 


WELSH CONFERENCE.—The South Wales Conference will be held on 
Sunday, March 4, 1883, in the Railway Inn Assembly Room,: Merthyr Tydfil. 
Meetings at 10.30 a.m.,and2and6p.m. President John H. Smith and other: 
Elders from Utah will be present. 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE.—The Sheffield Conference will be held on 
Sunday, March 11, 1883,'in the Temperance Hall, Rockingham Street, 
Sheffield. President John H. Smith and other Elders from Utah are ex- 
pected to be present. 


WANTED. —The Wiiareaboute of of Mary isis who formerly for many 
years kept the Market House at Merthyr Tydfil, South Wales ; also the. 
address of Jane Edwards, a member of the Merthyr Branch of the Church, 
are wanted by John W. Lewis, Pleasant Valley Coal Mines, Emery County, 


Utah, U.S.A. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


London, February 2, 1883. 
Prest. John Henry Smith. 

Dear Brother,—Having returned 
from iny visit to Jeérsey, I hasten to 
report the result of my labors. 
lett London on Saturday, the 20th of 
January, for. Portsmouth, where I 
held meetings with the Saints on 
Sunday afternoon and eveuing, hav- 
ing 2 large attendance and enjoying 

at freedom in my discourses, 

any strangers were present, and an 
excellent spirit prevailed. On Mon- 
day I went to Southampton, and met 
with the Saints and a oumber of 
strangers at a private liuuse in the 
evening, aud at midnight sailed per 
steamer Hilda for St. Helier, Jersey. 
Had a very ruugh passage aud was 
very sick. Was met by Elder Bunot 
at the Janding and taken to lis lodg- 
ings. I found him in good health, 
and very glad to see me. In fact he 
had been praying for some time for 
me to come, for hé had found his way 
almost entirely hedged up, so that he 
could not reach the people to awaken 
in them any interest in the object of 
his mission. It seems that the few 
remaining Saints had been told re- 
cently that the Jersey mission would 
not in all probability be opened again, 
and thinking it would be useless for 
them to attempt to continue their 
meetings they gave up their hall, sold 
all their seats and forms, and have 
since met in a private house, 
_ There are but seven Saints, all told, 
in Jersey, and three -in Guernsey, 
making a total of ten on the Channel 
Islu:ids. No conversions have been 
made there for some time, as far as I 
can learn, and it really seemed as if 
but little could be accomplished ; but 
I nevertheless thought it best tomake 
an effort in this direction, so [ got the 
Saimts together,’ what few there 
were, and ge them to agree to re- 
rent the hall, buy or hire forms, and 
fix it up for meeting again, and con- 
tigue regular public service, at least 
for a eouple of months to come, and 
see if something could not be accom- 
plished. 

E'der Bunot, on account of the 
pover y of the Saints, is compelled to 


hire his lodging and board himself, 
even, paying for fuel, lights, &., we, 
making his expenses very heavy, 
indeed. I-find -lhim a ‘most, worth 

a 


I | faithful, and humble man, and 


person of good abilities and most ex- > 
cellent educational attainments, and - 
I trust, under the circumstances in - 
which he is now placed, that he will’ - 
be able to do some good, for during. 
my visit we created quite an awaken- 
ing, and got the devil very mad, as 
you will discover as you peruse the 
following narrative of our brief ex- 
perience :— 

I went ashore on Tuesday morning 
and immediately began to search the 
town for a public hall in which to 
hold meetings, the little one which 
the Saints formerly held not being 
large and also not yet 
engaged. We succeeded in 
getting a nice large hall right in the 
centre of the town, known as the 
Lyric Hall, a most fashionable and-: 
wel] appointed place, and after 
the agent a copy of our articles of : 
Faith and “The only True Gospel,”~ 
and telling him who we were, so. 
that there would be no misunder- - 
standing, we took his receipt for ten 
shillings in payment of the rent for 
Sunday afternoon and evening. ) 
subsequently engaged it for the Mon- 
day evening as well; but thinking it 
unnecessary to pay down, as we were 
received by him with such courtesy 
and apparent liberality of sentiment, 
we did uot advance the rental for the 
Munday. We at once arranged for 
advertisements in the English and 
French papers, had 200 large posters 
and 1,000 small hand bills 1n the 
English and French languages struck 
off, and prepared to give the town a 
general warning. e also secured a 
very fair and favourable notice in the 
Nouvelle Chronicle de Jersey, one of: 
the leading French journals, and then 
began the systematic distribution of- 
tracts and uotices. We gave eut 
several hundred of “The Only True 
Gospel,” going from door to door, re- 
questing the people to read them, and 
stating we would call again on Satur- 
day and recsive them again, and if 
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desired it leave them another. 
The first distribution took place: on 
Wednesday, and on the Suturday fol- 
lowing we took them up, and when- 
ever desired left the “ Latter-day 
Prophet.” We also had the hand 
bills distributed through the town on 
the Saturday preceding our meeting, 
and deposited largely in the letter 
boxes at the residences of the “ upper 
tendom,” so that by Sunday we be- 
came pretty generally known, so much; 
so tliat our presence in the town 
created considerable attention and 
comment. 
‘We held a meeting with the Saints 
at 11 am. on Sunday, and at 2.30 
m. repaired to the hall. On the 
turday preceding, however. we 
called upon the agent of the Lyric 
Hall to anake some further enquiries 
when to our astonishment we foun 
fm in great trouble, and deeply 
lamenting the day that he had ever 
met with “Mormon Elders.” ‘The 
committee of the church to whom the 
hall belonged (one of the leading and 
most fashionable churches in the 
city) having discovered what he had 
one, guve him a most thorough 
scoring, and required him to at once 
undo what he had done, and repair 


the injury that had been done to their ' 


great Christian cause by one 
e sacred name of their mission hal 
to be associated with such an un- 
hallowed name as that of the Latter- 
day Saints. Accordingly he sought 
to deny us the hall; but we insisted 
upon our rights sv stoutly that he was 
forced to yield for the Sabbath, for 
which date we had paid him, but said 
that he positively would not permit 
us to have it on Monday. 
his church would stand a law suit 
first. He also informed me that a 
@artain Reverend was going to deliver 
a course of lectures against us, and 
that a certain man who had assisted 
feast so claimed) in driving our 
ders from the islands a few years 
before, was going to organize against 
ys aguin, &c. To these threats, of 
course, we paid little attention ; but 
found it impossible, without difficulty, 
to secure the hall for Monday. Ac- 
—T , we consented to withdraw 
our Monday night’s appointment, 
which we subsequently did. 


6 said. 


On Sunday afternoon we had the © 


hall (capable of seatir.g several 
hundred) comfortably filled, and 
quite a number standing at the door 
and in the passages. I occupied about 
an hour and a quarter, when the con- 
gregation desiring to hear from Elder 
Bunot in the French, he spoke about 
three quarters of an hour. In the 
evening we had a still larger congre- 
ation, and all who came, with: but 
ew exceptions, seemed to be of the 
most respectable class. We had 
several of the government and town 
officials, a brigadier-general and 
colonel of infantry, several ship- 
owners and capitalists, and quite a 
number besides of the eltte of the 
place. They gave us the most re- 


spectful attention, and notwithstand- 


ing several demonstrations of dis- 
order upon the street in front of the 
hall, everything went off in the most 
peaceful, quiet manner. In the even- 
ing I let Elder Bunot lead out and I 
followed, each occupying about one 
hour, and after the close of the last 
service some local preacher harangued 
the people in front of the hall as they 
passed out, denouncing us rather 
severely, but he made such a bad job 
of it that the crowd sovn began to 
hiss him, and finally dispersed amidst 
cries of: “shut up, go home,” &e. I 
apologized to the peuple for not being 
able to hold meetings in the Lyric 
Hall, as per announcement on Mon- 
day evening; but told them that we 
would hold a meeting at a little hall 
in Columbia-street, to which all were 


cordially invited. This was the best — 


we could do on such short notice. 

On the following day the enclosed 
diabolical notice was scattered broad- 
cast through the town, and even dis- 
tributed to our congregation as they 
entered the hall: but it all gave us 
more wide-spread notoriety, and long 
before I arrived at the meeting every 
seat in the hall was oceupied, and a 
crowd was standing in the hall above 
and upon the pavement, and in the 
hallway below. I spoke first, occu- 

ing an hour and a half, and Elder 

net was again requested to speak 
in the French, At the beginning of 
the meeting I had called a vote asking 
the congregation to signify whether 


_ ‘they desired to hear us speak in the 
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